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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.00 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Mark Smith - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural Region) [10.00 pm]:  I will be brief.  I want to speak about a friend of 
mine.  I guess it could be called the Smithy story.  It is about an indigenous fellow called Mark Smith, who has 
been successful in life but who has had a bit of trouble.  I take the opportunity to bring to the House’s attention 
the contents of a letter that I have but which was discarded by the editor of The West Australian newspaper.  I 
will not thrash out the problematic media coverage we all receive.  However, I believe that this matter should be 
brought forward.  This brave man’s honest and emotive account of his life’s journey can be held up as an 
example of the character of indigenous people. 

I have enlarged the letter.  It is called the Mark Smith story.  Mark wrote to the newspaper, and his letter was not 
accepted.  It is an interesting story.  The letter that Mark Smith wrote to The West Australian newspaper states -  

As a self-employed Aboriginal person for a decade I have broken the welfare shackles that have 
restrained generations of Aboriginal people.  The ability to support, nurture, educate, house, clothe and 
feed my four children is mine.  My life is not built around dependency assistance from welfare agencies 
such as those sponsored by ATSIC. 

On the 12th October 1960 I was taken out of the care of my family and sent to Roelands Native Mission 
where I remained as a Ward of the State until 2nd February 1967.  In hindsight I would have been better 
off with my father, who like my grandfather never claimed social service assistance and the 
responsibility to raise me should have been his.  After leaving the mission I reconstructed my life and 
vowed never to allow my children to ever experience what I had.  I needed to be able to support my 
family. 

I thought that Native Welfare was finished.  However it reared its hideous head as ATSIC.  ATSIC, at 
its top end, is run by white people while self-serving and inexperienced indigenous people are the 
middle management.  This naivety and greed lends to the misappropriation of millions of dollars from 
the Commission’s funding, keeping the Aboriginal people confused and disillusioned and ensuring their 
own existence is stable and futuristic.  The promise of a ‘better life’ just never comes. 

A prime example of money being squandered is in the health system.  Calls for investigations from 
Aboriginal people into the misappropriation and mismanagement of service funds is constantly refused 
by the executives in control and the Government.  Currently the Indigenous health service is situated in 
Perth.  There should not be two health services in metropolitan Perth.  People, indigenous or not, who 
live in the metropolitan area should use the same service.  This would allow funding to be distributed to 
an indigenous health service situated above the 26th parallel where it is most needed not south which is 
currently the case.  

Furthermore traditional owners should negotiate Native Title claims not ATSIC that never appear to 
settle any claims on behalf of traditional owners.  This action may stop the pork barrelling by advisers, 
consultants and other people trying to justify their jobs and associated pay packets.   

The Aboriginal people want and need help not handouts.  I would like to see a citizen initiated 
referendum for indigenous Western Australians to identify what ‘we’ see as the problems instead of the 
agencies and public services telling us what ‘they’ think the problems are.   

I would call Mark Smith a mate.  In indigenous terms I would call him a brother.  I correspond and speak with 
him daily.  He owns a couple of trucks and works for himself and for Clough Engineering Ltd in the tunnel and 
road business.  He is one of those unfortunate people who was taken from his mum and dad by the Department 
of Native Welfare.  The department saw fit to remove Mark from his parents because the conditions in which he 
was living with his father were not, as the church would say, what white people would consider adequate.  Mark 
was happy with his parents but he was taken to Roelands mission.  

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  At what age? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  He was 13 or 14 years old.  Mark said that he was treated well, but felt bad about it.  
His dad was a shearer who never drew any welfare in his life.  His grandfather was also a shearer.  The Mark 
Smith story is a sorry one.  Mark is one of those guys that you could trust if he walked behind you.  He is a good 
friend and a damn good man.  He is opposed to the “sorry” debate and he is anti-welfare.  He believes that the 
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problem of the young Aborigines on the streets who commit crime lies with the parents who were not educated 
well enough to tell the kids what to do.   

Mark is on the right track.  He is concerned that the indigenous people are getting millions of dollars through the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and various agencies.  However, at the end of the day, the 
millions of dollars that are given to Aboriginal agencies do not get to the Aboriginal people; it is short-circuited.  
The other day Mark said to me that he looked at the Aboriginal kids in the Midland area who still run around in 
tin sheds, yet Aborigines are accused of having a lot of money.  It is embarrassing to him.  People consider that 
because he is an Aborigine, he must get handouts.  He does not get any handouts.  I will not mention how much 
he earns, but he earns a good salary.  He has worked all his life and is a hard-working person.  I have a 
tremendous amount of time for him because he cares about his people.  Another friend of his is Ollie Rundle, 
who was the youngest ever justice of the peace and is the loveliest person.  For many years she sat on the court 
bench.  Ollie Rundle and Robert Isaacs are credits to the Nyoongah people, for whom I have a great deal of time.   

I have the original Department of Native Welfare document dated 27 February 1967, which is when Mark was 
returned back into the system.  On 30 June 1965, the Government of Western Australia, under the Department of 
Native Welfare, took Mark away.  The departmental subsidy was approved from 5 May 1965 at 60 shillings per 
week on the grounds that the subsidy was to be claimed from the Child Welfare Department.  Mark has kept all 
of his indigenous paraphernalia.  

Hon John Fischer:  You are saying that the system is shot to pieces.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes.  Mark is a very proud indigenous person who wants to be a part of our society, and 
he has been pushed out of it. 

Hon John Fischer:  He has been excluded by ATSIC. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I thank the member; he must be reading my speech.  I enjoy Mark’s company.  Of all 
my friends, Mark is one of the better ones.  I can speak to him about banking, shares, the car business and 
particularly about Parliament.  Mark is au fait with all the things about which I talk.  He is a credit to the 
industry.  He wrote a letter to The West Australian newspaper.  It did not print it, which I think is a disgrace.  
Therefore, I thought it appropriate for me to raise it with my fellow parliamentarians, who will understand and 
sympathise. 

Vasse Leeuwin Health Service, Resignation of Chairman - Adjournment Debate 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [10.10 pm]:  I bring to the notice of the House a resignation in a country 
health service, which is a symbol of the troubled times faced by the health service in this State, particularly in 
rural Western Australia.  The Chairman of the Vasse-Leeuwin Health Service, Mr John Edwards, has resigned.  I 
became aware of this yesterday, and it will become public knowledge when it is published in the local 
newspapers tomorrow.   

In recent days I have in this Chamber used issues relating to the Vasse-Leeuwin Health Service as examples of 
the issues facing many country health services in Western Australia.  I mentioned the Vasse-Leeuwin Health 
Service’s budget during the estimates hearings and in my budget speech.  That budget is still being negotiated 
with the Department of Health, as are all country health service budgets.  The health service’s budget is 
effectively worse off by $1.3 million in real money.  The health service has less real money to deliver services in 
the Vasse-Leeuwin Health Service catchment area and in hospitals in Busselton, Margaret River and Augusta.  
The minister has claimed the health service’s overall budget has increased.  However, when some mandatory 
allocations in that budget are removed, the real figure is anything but an increase.  

The Health Administrative Review Committee report proposes changes to rural health boards.  I understand it 
proposes to realign rural health services with the boundaries of the regional development commissions.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Is that report out yet? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I think so.  It has been released to the extent that I have a copy.   

The people who put their time into rural health boards are in limbo.  They are not certain of their future.  It is a 
difficult situation.   

Yesterday in this House I asked a question relating to the non-allocation of theatre space at the Busselton District 
Hospital for a urology surgeon who consults through the Margaret River Hospital.  That surgeon and his patients 
are denied access to relatively minor medical treatments that could easily be provided in a rural hospital in 
Busselton or Margaret River.  As a result, they are forced to go on a waiting list for a centralised institution like 
Royal Perth Hospital.  That is surely a false economy.  The answer to my question did not indicate that cost was 
a factor, but cost is clearly a factor in the decision to not provide a local operating theatre.  It is false economy, 
because ultimately that theatre will be provided through Royal Perth Hospital.  If patient assisted travel scheme 
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money is involved as well, it will cost the taxpayers more to provide that relatively minor medical treatment than 
it would cost if it were provided by a local institution that is perfectly capable of providing those medical 
facilities.  

The end result of this is that a person like the Chairman of the Vasse-Leeuwin District Health Service Board, 
John Edwards, has felt himself to be in an invidious position.  He has been given a budget that he knows he 
cannot make work to provide the services that are required in his local area.  He does not have the resources to 
do that, but he is charged with that responsibility.  In addition to that is the uncertainty associated with the 
proposed restructure of the health services.  He knows that his organisation will be changed, restructured, and 
thrown out in the near future anyway.  Basically, he is fed up and I can understand his position.  He is in a no-
win situation; he is in an impossible situation.  Unfortunately, I believe we will see more of these sorts of actions 
by very dedicated, capable people who are servicing their local communities.  John Edwards is a retired 
gentleman and a very active 70-year-old.  He was able to devote his time to the chairmanship of the Vasse-
Leeuwin District Health Service Board, and he did it extremely well.  He did it in a completely voluntary 
capacity.  He displayed local empathy for the medical service providers in that area.  They were comforted by 
the fact that they had somebody in the administration hierarchy of health in the area who understood the local 
problems.  They will miss him.  He has resigned out of frustration with the situation and out of anger that he 
cannot deliver the sorts of services that he wants to deliver.  That is a great pity for the local area.   

I acknowledge the contribution that John Edwards has made to the Vasse-Leeuwin District Health Service Board 
over the past four or five years.  He has been a very dedicated voluntary worker who has never approached his 
community service in a political manner in any way, shape or form.  He has tried to deliver the best possible 
service with the resources available at his disposal in the local area.  It is a great shame to see people as 
dedicated and capable as John Edwards leaving the service.  

Deaf Society of Western Australia - Adjournment Debate 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [10.18 pm]:  I have a problem.  Before somebody points out that my 
problems are obvious, it is a problem that affects other people.  Today I asked a question on behalf of the Deaf 
Society of Western Australia, and I asked a slightly different question the previous day.  I am not sure of the 
etiquette of this, but I am not getting a reasonable answer.  Maybe that is something that I will have to get used 
to, but I do not like it.  People who are deaf need real help and they are not getting it.  The reply that I received 
yesterday indicated that the State Government will - the emphasis is on the word “will” - provide the Deaf 
Society with $96 000 in the current financial year.  It provided $132 000 in the previous year.  That is a drop of 
$36 000.  The Deaf Society has approached a mixture of both state and federal ministers; that is, Ministers Sheila 
McHale, Bob Kucera, Michael Wooldridge, Amanda Vanstone, Bronwyn Bishop and Larry Anthony.  The Deaf 
Society tells me that none of these people and no department will take responsibility for the payment of 
communicators for Auslan communities.  It is all very well getting an answer that says that the State Government 
will provide $96 000 this financial year.  Deaf people need the money now, as they are not getting on too well.  
Figures sent by the Deaf Society show that Western Australia contributes the lowest amount at $110 per year per 
deaf person.  The nearest is South Australia, which pays $185; next is Victoria, which pays $391; then 
Queensland, which pays $421; and Tasmania, which pays $663 per year per deaf person.  The Deaf Society has 
not printed the figure for New South Wales.  I guess we can reasonably assume that the New South Wales figure 
may be lower than Western Australia’s. 

My question yesterday was an attempt to compare the amounts that are paid to our deaf people who have a 
language problem.  The money that comes out of the federal Department of Immigration and Multicultural 
Affairs for translating and interpreting services for the whole of Australia is $24 million.  This is to speak 
English.  Some of these deaf people cannot speak English.  We had two profoundly deaf children at our school at 
Wellstead, so I know the problems involved.  Something needs to be done now.  I do not care whether it is the 
State Government or the federal Government that is being incompetent, but deaf people need help and they need 
it now.  I urge whoever is responsible to try to get something done about it. 

Curtin Detention Centre - Adjournment Debate 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.22 pm]:  I want to conclude some comments I made 
yesterday about press releases put out by Professor Richard Harding about the Curtin Detention Centre for 
alleged asylum seekers.  I mentioned at the end of my allotted time yesterday that I had come across an article in 
a newspaper referring to the closure of Riverbank Prison.  The article also referred to comments made by 
Professor Harding.  He had said that the cells were too small and lacked natural light and ventilation.  Some time 
earlier this year Baroness Stern, a world authority on correction systems, inspected the prison and indicated that 
it was run according to world’s best practice.  Baroness Stern was brought to Australia by the World Council of 
Churches.  Her comments on her inspection of Riverbank Prison were entirely complimentary about the way the 
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institution was run.  This was within the past 18 months.  I wonder why our present Government has seen fit to 
close down this institution, after having a report that highly recommended it, especially when the report was by a 
world authority such as Baroness Stern and made on behalf of the World Council of Churches.   

I wonder whether that was the true situation or whether Professor Richard Harding was not doing his job as the 
Inspector of Custodial Services in Western Australia.  I find it difficult to understand why no reports were 
written and published during the 18 months when the institution apparently fell from having world’s best 
practice to a state where it was necessary to close it.  I am, as I mentioned in the adjournment debate last night, 
extremely angry that reports such as this are published in our newspapers to give the general public, which does 
not have the opportunity to inspect these institutions, a totally incorrect position about the standard of care and 
jurisdiction in some of our institutions.   

I know a bit about Riverbank, not because I am in any way an authority on the correctional system, but because 
my wife, as a nursing sister, happened to be in charge of the medical centre while working not for the 
correctional system but for the Western Australian health administration.  She had quite a bit to do with what 
occurred at Riverbank.  I also attended the last staff party at Riverbank when the closure of this prison was 
announced, and on this and one or two other occasions I had the opportunity to walk around this correctional 
system and have a good look at what was going on.  We need to have a good look at this situation, because a lot 
of money is being spent, on behalf of Western Australian taxpayers, that is certainly not justified in the closure 
of a prison such as Riverbank.   

After having had those recommendations by a world authority, how on earth in 18 months could it have come to 
a situation in which it is necessary to close this institution?  I am extremely concerned about whether public 
reports that are issued by the Inspector of Custodial Services, Professor Richard Harding, are correct.  I believe 
that the taxpayers of Western Australia deserve more information about the closure of Riverbank.  The question 
has been asked by Hon Peter Foss, and I too would like to know why this institution will be closed, and what 
will happen to the land and the facilities.  I would also like to know whether Professor Harding will be held 
accountable for the opinions that he has expressed and for influencing the decision to close this institution.  I 
have had the opportunity to visit the Curtin Detention Centre, and I am aware of what happens at Riverbank, 
which I believe will close on 2 December.  We should look closely at the opinions professed publicly by 
Professor Harding in The West Australian and other news media, and consider whether the correct decision is 
being made for the benefit of Western Australian taxpayers.   

Deaf Society of Western Australia - Adjournment Debate 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.29 pm]:  I will briefly respond to the issues 
raised by Hon Paddy Embry and Hon Barry House.  The issues raised by Hon Paddy Embry are interesting and 
are unlikely to be settled on the floor of the House.  Hon Paddy Embry has clearly identified a matter that needs 
some more intensive follow-through.  I do not mean to give Hon Paddy Embry advice, but as a relatively new 
member I suggest that he approach Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich tomorrow and ask for a comprehensive briefing from a 
departmental officer on the issues he has raised.  The issues Hon Paddy Embry raised concern a serious matter 
and he is entitled to an explanation.  It is probably not possible to get that through the venue of question time.  I 
recommend that he draw to the attention of Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich his dissatisfaction with the two answers he has 
received and to the content of his adjournment motion, and ask her for a briefing from a departmental officer, so 
that he can be more satisfied with the answer.  At least then he will get the facts, even though he might not get 
the satisfaction of a good result.  However, it is hard to get a good result unless all the facts are assembled.  I do 
not know the answers either, but I would like to. 

Vasse-Leeuwin Health Service, Resignation of Chairman - Adjournment Debate 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Much the same situation exists with regard to the issues raised by Hon Barry House.  
Although I am assured that there was a nominal budget increase in health services in non-metropolitan Western 
Australia of some eight per cent, which is a real increase of about five per cent, I am somewhat bemused by the 
results that I am getting.  I am hearing similar things to the issue raised by Hon Barry House about the Vasse-
Leeuwin Health Service.  I am as distressed as Hon Barry House that a great servant of the people in the former 
chairman of the service has been so frustrated by those events that he has chosen to leave.  I have raised a 
number of questions on this issue.  They were not specifically about the Vasse-Leeuwin Health Service, but 
about wheatbelt health services. 

Hon B.K. Donaldson:  The eastern wheatbelt and $110 000. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I have raised those matters with the Minister for Health in the hope that I can get some 
more certainty about the results.  Today I read a letter from the chairman of the Eastern Wheatbelt Health 
Service and a media statement from the chairperson of the Geraldton Health Service.  Both led to the same 
conclusions; that is, that when the new functions that the health services must provide and the fact that the sums 
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are tied to a considerable extent are considered, something far less than an increase is provided, and indeed it 
might perhaps even be a reduction.  I am keen to try to get on top of these matters.  Just yesterday, issues relating 
to the Western Health Service and Jurien Bay were raised.  From my recollection, the Western Health Service 
had a nominal budget increase in the order of 20 per cent, so I was surprised to hear that things that should have 
happened perhaps cannot happen.  As a result, I have invited the Minister for Health to accompany me to 
Merredin to meet some people who are concerned about the outcomes of the Eastern Wheatbelt Health Service.  
When we have reached some resolution of those matters, I will better understand the issues the member raised.  I 
will pass a copy of the member’s comments this evening to the Minister for Health and ask him to comment 
directly to the member and myself on those matters. 

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 10.33 pm 

__________ 
 


